
THE ORDER OF CORPUS CHRISTI 
 

 
CONSTITUTION 

 
ARTICLE I: NAME AND PURPOSE 
 
1.   The name is “The Order of Corpus Christi”, hereinafter known as “The Order.” 
 
1A. The association is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or 
scientific pusposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
(RENUMBER AS APPROPRIATE) 
 
ARTICLE II: STRUCTURE 
 
2.   The Order is composed of the Synod and its Consistory.  The Consistory may establish 
geographical units under the name of Chapters. 
 
ARTICLE III: NATURE AND ESSENCE 
 
3.     The Synod is composed of those persons who embody and believe in the evangelical, 
reformed, catholic and apostolic Church, confess their connectional relationship to one another 
and to the one, holy catholic and apostolic Church, and find a true koinonia in the Order. 
 
4.   The Synod of the Order is an expression of the catholic and apostolic Church.  It 
acknowledges the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church to be the Body of Christ.  The Synod, 
through its baptized and confirmed lay members and its ordained clergy, participates in that 
Body of Christ, and thereby stands in an unbroken relationship through the historic Church to the 
Apostles and the Incarnate Word. 
 
5.   The Order accepts the purpose, intent, and concepts set forth in The COCU Consensus in 
Quest of a Church of Christ Uniting, as well as that set forth in Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, 
a document of the World Council of Churches. 
 
6.   The Order is a creedal, confessional, liturgical, sacramental and connectional body which 
accepts the polity structures as set forth by COCU (Consultation on Church Union).  It expresses 
its faith as that of the three Ecumenical Creeds: Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian, and the 
doctrinal standards of the Heidelburg Catechism, the Evangelical Catechism, Luther’s Small 
Catechism, and the Augsburg Confession of 1530. 
 
7.   The members of the Order, through the Synod, live in communion with others in different 
Christian traditions that confess the same catholic faith in different words.  They seek to serve as 
a model of the contemporary expression of that catholic faith.  The Order serves as a positive 
alternative to those expressions of faith that lead to unitarianism, sectarianism, humanism, and 
spiritualism. 
 
8.   Having firm belief in the living presence of Christ, the Order understands itself to be a 
creation not of men and women, but an embodiment and continual development of the new life 
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Christ begins in baptism.  This life is nurtured and sustained through Word and Sacrament so 
that life may be lived intentionally in the Church and in the world. 
 
9.   The Order recognizes the local congregation to be an organic member of the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church, which is greater than any single body. 
 
ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP 
 
10.   Membership of the Synod is open to and composed of laity and ordained clergy who hold 
standing and fulfill the requirements of membership in the ecumenical Body of Christ through 
the local congregation and its judicatories.   
 
11.   Those seeking professed membership in the Synod will embody the spirit of ARTICLE 
III of this constitution within the understanding of their respective communions, apply to the 
Consistory for membership and profess provisional vows to enter the novitiate, be approved for 
membership after a period of formation and examination by the Consistory, profess their final 
vows to the Order, and fulfill the responsibilities and privileges as set forth in this Constitution 
and the Rule and Discipline.   
 
12.   The relationship of the professed members to the Synod is organic and connectional, as 
defined by St. Paul in his first epistle to the Church at Corinth.   

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.... For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit.  Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.  If the foot 
would say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it 
any less a part of the body.  And if the ear would say,‘Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be?  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, ashe chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, there 
are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of 
you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’  On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the 
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not 
need this.  But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it.  (1 Corinthians 12, NRSV) 

 
13. All professed members of the Order are expected to attend the Annual Retreat and Synod 
and all meetings of their respective Chapters. 
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14. In the event of a necessary absence from the Annual Retreat and Synod a written request 
for excuse should be sent to the Abbot of the Order.  Excuse for absence from Chapter meetings 
should be sent to the Dean of the Chapter. 
 
15. When a professed member has had three consecutive, unexcused absences from the 
Annual Retreat and Synod, the professed member shall be contacted by the Abbot.  If absences 
and/or failure to pay dues continue, the professed member may be released from vows to the 
Order by vote of the Consistory. 
 
16. If a professed member or novice is unable to attend the Annual Retreat and Synod and/or 
Chapter meetings due to distance, time constraints, or physical limitations, the professed member 
or novice is encouraged to participate in the gatherings by written comments wherever possible. 
 
ARTICLE V: AUTHORITY TO VOTE 
 
17.   All professed members, ordained clergy and lay alike, are voting members of the Synod.  
Novices are granted privilege of voice at Synod but will have no vote. 
 
ARTICLE VI: INCORPORATION 
 
18.   If it is deemed desireable to incorporate, the Order shall incorporate under the nonprofit 
corporation laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS 
 
19.   The Synod shall hold its Annual Meeting at a time and place to be determined by the 
Consistory. 
 
20.   The Synod at its Annual Meeting shall devote a portion of its time to a retreat for 
worship, instruction, spiritual disciplines, and for an evaluation of the Rule and Discipline. 
 
21.   Notice of the Annual Retreat and Meeting of the Synod shall be given in writing to all 
members of the Synod at least thirty days prior to the meeting date. 
 
22.   Special meetings of the Synod may be called by the Consistory with one week’s notice so 
long as no restrictive corporate powers are violated.  Such meetings may be convened in an 
appropriate electronic format as determined by the Consistory. 
 
ARTICLE VIII: CORPORATE RIGHTS 
 
23.   The power for execution of all corporate rights and prerogatives of the Synod are vested 
in the Synod itself and are performed at the Annual Meetings, except when the Consistory acts as 
the Board of Trustees on the Synod’s behalf per Paragraph 25. 
 
24.   Any action of the Consistory does not and shall not abrogate any present or future powers 
of the Synod. 
 
ARTICLE IX: CONSISTORY 



 
4 

 

 
25.   The Consistory shall constitute the Board of Trustees of the Synod and shall administer 
the functions of the Synod as directed by the Annual Meetings as well as provide a complete 
report to the Meeting.  The report shall include a statement of finances, endowments, and 
functions of the past year, and a schedule of future work and projected budget for approval by 
the Annual Meeting.   
 
26.   Consistory shall be composed of the Superiors as affirmed by the Annual Meeting of the 
Synod, and not more than nine other persons, four of whom may be lay members, all of whom 
shall be professed members, and all of whom shall be affirmed by the Annual Meeting. 
 
27.   Terms of Superiors and Consistory members shall be three years, and may be reaffirmed 
to office for one additional three year term.  The exception to this rule shall be the Abbot, who is 
elected by Ecclesiastical ballot of the Synod for an unspecified number of years.  All others must 
have at least one year hiatus following a second term before being affirmed to office.  Terms 
shall be staggered so that one-third shall be affirmed each year. 
 
27.   (PROPOSAL FROM CONSISTORY) Terms of Superiors (except the Abbot) and 
Consistory members shall be three years, and may be reaffirmed to office for one additional 
three year term.  All others must have at least one year hiatus following a second term before 
being affirmed to office.  Terms shall be staggered so that one-third shall be affirmed each year.  
The exception to this rule shall be the Abbot, who is elected by Ecclesiastical ballot of the Synod 
for period of five years and may be considered for re-election by Ecclesiastical ballot for one 
additional five-year term after which s/he shall retire from the Office.   
 
28.   Consistory shall meet at least twice in the year to plan and execute the work, mission and 
witness of the Order.   
 
29.   Consistory shall establish and review such task groups or study groups as necessary to 
accomplish the work of the Synod.  Such task groups shall be appointed by the Abbot with 
confirmation by the Consistory. 
 
30.   Notice of Consistory meetings shall be given by the Abbot at least one month prior to the 
date of the Meetings.  Special meetings may be called by the Abbot with one week’s notice.  
Such meetings may be convened in an appropriate electronic format as determined by the 
Consistory. 
 
ARTICLE X: SUPERIORS 
 
31.   The  Superiors of the Synod shall the Abbot, Prior, Sub-Prior and Steward. The Superiors 
shall comprise the Executive Committee of the Order. The Abbot and the Prior shall be ordained 
clergy in good standing in their denomination. 
 
32.   The Abbot and Steward are the legal Officers of the Order with the Abbot being the 
President, and the Steward being the Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
33.    The Abbot shall appoint one of the Superiors to serve as Novice Master for the Order. 
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ARTICLE XI: APPOINTMENT TO LEADERSHIP 
 
34.  The Abbot, in consultation with the other Superiors, shall appoint qualified persons to 
serve as Superiors and as members of Consistory. 
 
35.   The affirmation of those appointed as Superiors and those appointed to the Consistory 
shall occur at the Annual Meeting of the Synod. 
 
36.   In the event of the incapacity or resignation of the Abbot, the Prior shall function as 
Abbot pro tempore until the next Annual Meeting.  In the case of the other Superiors, the Abbot 
shall appoint a Superior pro tempore until the next Annual Meeting.  In the case of a Consistory 
member, the Abbot may make an appointment to full the unexpired term, or the position may 
remain vacant until the next Annual Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE XII: RULE 
 
37.   The Rule and Discipline shall be presented to the Annual Meeting for review and 
confirmation by the Synod. 
 
38.   The Rule and Discipline shall embody the spirit of ARTICLE III above and shall reflect 
the developmental nature of the Order. 
 
39.   The care of the Rule and Discipline shall be the responsibility of the Consistory.  The 
Abbot, in consultation with the Superiors, shall attend to serious violations of the Rule and 
Discipline that require pastoral care and confidentiality and, in maintaining that confidentiality, 
shall recommend appropriate remedies for Consistory’s approval. 
 
ARTICLE XIII: CHAPTERS 
 
40.   The Synod may authorize the formation of Chapters on geographical basis for the 
purpose of worship, study, and supportive fellowship.  The formation of such chapters does not 
transfer or abrogate any of the rights or powers of the Synod as the purpose of the Chapter does 
not include legislation. 
 
41.   The Synod may assign or refer to all or a specific Chapter work or study projects to be 
reported back to the Synod. 
 
42.   The Chapter shall have a Dean to convene Chapter meetings, and a Scribe to keep records 
of word and study and communicate with Chapter members.  The Chapter may receive financial 
contributions only for the purpose of supporting the above functions.   
 
43.   Each Chapter shall choose an appropriate ecclesiastical name related to our Evangelical, 
Reformed, Catholic and Apostolic heritage. 
 
44. The formal actions and proposals of the Chapters, Chapter meeting minutes, the dates and 
locations of meetings, names and addresses of Novices and persons received into formation shall 
be regularly reported to the Abbot and the Steward for distribution to the Consistory and for 
further distribution to the Order. 



 
6 

 

 
45. Each chapter shall appoint a Novice Director who shall, under the guidance of the 
Superiors, oversee recruitment and formation of Novices according to the guidelines for spiritual 
formation of Novices. 
 
46.   Each Chapter shall present an annual written report to the Synod describing its work and 
experience, and making requests to the Synod with regard to the same. 
 
47.   The relationship between the Synod and Chapters is organic, and embodies the 
connectional concept of the Church as described in Principles of Protestantism by Philip Schaff.  
A Chapter shall in no way consider itself to be an autonomous entity.  If a Chapter does not 
fulfill the covenantal relationship with the Synod, it may be dissolved by vote of the Synod. 
 
ARTICLE XIV: DISSOLUTION 
 
48. In case of the dissolution of the Order, assets shall be distributed to the Evangelical and 
Reformed Historical Society, or its successor, for one or more exempt purposes within the 
meaning of §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding section of 
any future Internal Revenue Law of the United States).    
 
49.   A union or merger of the corporate body of the Order with another corporate body in 
harmony with ARTICLE III above is not to be construed in any manner as a dissolution of the 
Synod when such action is taken by a two-thirds majority of the Synod in Annual Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE XV: PARLIAMENTARY RULE 
 
50.   All meetings of the Synod and the Consistory and any committees or other groups 
established by the Synod or Consistory shall be ruled by Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, 
unless voted otherwise by the Annual Meeting for that particular session only. 
 
ARTICLE XVI: AMENDMENTS 
 
51.   Amendments may be proposed to this Constitution by Consistory.  Amendments must be 
submitted to the members thirty days prior to the Annual or Special Meeting of the Synod.  
Adoption will be by two-thirds vote of the Synod. 
 
ARTICLE XVII: ADOPTION 
 
52. Adoption of this Constitution shall be at the first Annual Meeting of the Synod called by 
the acting Consistory and after having been submitted to the members of record as of the date of 
the call. 
 
53.        The vote shall be affirmative by a two-thirds majority. 
 
Original approval: September, 1987; Revised by vote of the Synod: April 30, 2010 
Amended October 20, 2011 


